Morphologic, biochemical and physiologic alterations in a case of idiopathic hypoalbuminemia (analbuminemia).
A patient with idiopathic hypoalbuminemia is described. A study of albumin kinetics demonstrated slowed albumin degradation suggesting low albumin synthesis. Morphologic observation of hepatocellular alterations suggested decreased protein synthesis. The intra- and extravascular space was low with an abnormally large postural shift of intravascular fluid into the extravascular compartment. Disturbances in the concentration of plasma lipids and of several plasma proteins were detected. The effect of albumin infusion on these physiologic and biochemical abnormalities suggests that most occurred as a secondary response to the hypoalbuminemic state. Evaluation of the patient's kindred revealed no members with hypoalbuminemia.